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Football

Lakeland reigns supreme

By Isaac Cass

When matching up against archrival Yorktown,
t.akeland’s Conor Prunty had only known a singular:
feeling and outcome: agonizing defeat.

Whether it was last season’s one-goal overtime loss -

on the lacrosse (leld, or the ‘08 playoit-eliminating

loss on the gridiron, it had been all gloom and doom -

for the junior quarterback.

That is, until Friday, when Lakeland ﬁnélly had Its-

shining moment,

The Hornets parted the clouds with & hair-raising .
44-21 victory over the visiting Huskers, clinching the. -
spcond playoff spot out League A-Central and a first -

cound Class A sectional gume against host Fox Lane
on Oct. 23

If one image embodied the massive reversal of for-
tune, it wits Prunty. sprinting off the field as time
waned: down In the fourth quarter: He had just
yeturned an Interception 53 yards to the house and
was headed toward the stdeline, right index finger
raised proudly inthe aix

For ones, Lakeland was No. L in the two-district town.

“{'ve nover had a feeling like that against Yorktown
— in any sport,” Prunty sald. “It was just amazing.”

Prunty (six-ofeight passing for 153 yards) was
amazing against the Huskers. He had a hand inevery
single one of the Hornets' five touchdowns, throwing
for two, rushing for two and returning the INT.

Lakeland senjor wide recelver Chris Fazio was just
as Impressive, putting on a Randy Moss-esque per-
formance. The 6-foot-6 basketball star hauled in all
six of Prunty’s completions and both touchdowns.

Togather, itadded up to Lakelund's first victory over
Yorktown on the gridivon in roughly two decades.

“We haven't had a lot of success, in general,
against Yorktown,” Lakeland Head Coach Rob
Cappelll said. "But we'didn't talk about it all this
weel, It was the [irst time we didn't talk about
Yorktown or even the piayoffs, We just talked about
playing power football and grinding it out.”

After relying too much on Prunty's arm in 08,
Lakeland entered '09 determined to establish a
strong foundation with its running game.

Enter senjor fullback Mike Fraioif

Heading into the.matchup against Yorktown, he
had carried the ball an astounding 112 times for 74
yards, scoring 12 of Lakeland's 21 total touchdowns

along the way Suffice it to say, the Hornets rode the
Fraioll Express directly into the decisive. Week 6
rivalry game.

In the first half, Lakeland didn’t ve-write the scripty
grinding the gears of lts running game to set the
tone. Frafoll (20 carries, 81 yards) and backup fulls
back Justin Njoroge (nine carries, 38 yards) racked
up yards in between the tackles.

Phe hard-nosed approach also proved to be effective,
as Prunty finished off two blue-collar scoring drives
— a Gyard TD run with 5:25 left In the first quarter
and a Lyird TD plunge with 4:12 left in the second
rquarter — to glye Lakeland 4 147 lead at the half

Cappelli credited his workman-like offensive line
— Jeff Kyavits, Max Di Carey, Alex Iglesias and
Mike Maurer — for plowing open running lanes to
move the chains.

“We think we are a power football team,” Prunty
<ald; “Hen Hud had a hard time stopping us (1ast week)
and we thought we could pound (Yorktown), too.”

As methodical as the Hornets were in the first half,
Yorktown remained within striking distance. At the-
onsetof the third quarter, the Huskers findlly found'
their groove.

Following a rare Lakeland three-and-out, Yorktown
englneered a model clock-milking scoring drive,
which junior halfback Alex Terry (fiva carries, 38
yards) capped off with a yard TD run to tie it at 14«
14 with 7:09 leit in the third.

—'Tha Huskers harnessed the momentum dnd time of
possession, employing bruising fullback Rob Weigel
(16 carries for 68 yards and one TD) and slick wide

\ receiver Matt Fedro (team-high six catches for 73

yardsy. Tight end Nate Suhado G GRS

ahdad TD on an &yard catch from nuarterback

Justin Mabus (11-0f-17 passing for 131 yards and

soven carries for 71 yards) to give Yorktown its first
| lead of the game; 21:14, with 9:41 left in regulation:

] was thrilled with the play of my fullback and the
way my offensive line was moving people,” Yorktown
Head Coach Mike Rescigno sald of the stellar stretch
{o start the second half. "As a team, [ thought wa did.

a good job of taking what he.was giving us,! ’

As an all-tog-famillar story was starting to unray-
¢l, Lakeland got off the canvas, spit out its bloody
mouthpiece and smiled a toothless smile back at
the Huskers.
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Lakeland's Chrs Fazio celebrates after defeating visiting
Yorktown on Friday

“We fought in the third quarter and got back Into
the huddle and brushed it off,” Prunty said. “We go
down to these guys in every sport, but we were Just
determined not to let it happen again.”

-« Cappelll whipped-out the playbook; got creative

and rewrote'a new ending to the rivalry. And it wig
all centered around unleashing an aerial weapon
known as Prunty-to-Fazlo. :

Fazio snagged five of his six catches. during
decislve the fourth quarter, including two pic-
ture-perfect touchdowns to soar away- from the
prounded Huskers.

“] knew they were going to expect us to run,” Fazlo
said, “but we tike to pound the ball and catch teams
with play-action. That's our game plan.”

The qyuarterback-recelver duo carrled it out
1ike EIl Manning-to-Plaxico Burress, circa Super
owl XLIL

Fuzio's game-tying 15-yard TD cateh with 7:39 left
in the fourth — which he corralled at the very edge
of the end zone's back right corner — loft Lakeland
fans frenzied and Yorktown's sideline irate.

Battling blanket covernge by Yorktown's [fedro
¥azio, who was quickly running out of real estate,
simultaneously snatched the ball and dida high wire
aet to stay inbounds, Kven Fazio said he was "sur-
prised” he came down with It

“Fagto) had a little space on his receiver so 1 just
threw it up to the corner” Prunty suid, “Him being
him, he just came down with It If he just geis a little
bit of separation, he can make almost nny catch.”

Prunty hit Fazio again roughly (ive minutes later
for the go-ahead score on i 20-yard touch pass. Once
again, Fedro was no match In coveraye.

“1 eonskider (Fedro) my best. defensive back,” sald
Rescigno, whose Guad will Iook to nvenge the loss in
2 Gowl game against visiting Brewster Oct. 23. "But
Fazio had a heck of a game.”

Heading into the game, Resclgno had no doubt that
Lakeland’s star wide receiver would be the x-factor.

“yvou can't coach 6-7, or whatever he Is,” Rescigno
said. “And you can't coach how to defend "

For Lakeland, Fazio was merely one of the
many contributors in a team-wide quest to defend
its honor.

And it was a longtime coming.




